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Abstract

Al - Farabi's Moral Philosophy
By: Dalal Al-Zuhairi

Supervised by: Sahban Khaleifat

This study tackles the moral philosophy of Al-Farabi, The initial point was
to approve the immaterial substantial nature of the self. Al-Farabi was affected by
Plotinus. The active intellect creats the self, according to Al-Farabi, when the
existent became ready to accept it. (namly the body or what has a potentiality to
be a body). The important faculty of the soul is the rational one which consists
the reality of Man. This study discussed the eternity of the self, and showed the
different opinions concerning this issue.

While Man knows axioms and conceives happiness by the theoretical part
of the rational self, the speculative part of the self delibrates what Men should do
to achieve his utmost end. The more man improves his discrimination, the more
he is able to fulfill the ultimate happiness. Al-Farabi has noticed that the end
determines the voluntary good and evil. So, he sat up some conditions on the
moral act, giving the mind an important role in selecting the act. These conditions
assert the free will of the moral agent, and his ability to achieve the moral
progres. £Y4YVS

According to Al-Farabi virtues and vices are attainable by doing, certain
acts repeatedly, again and again, until it becomes a Frait of our character, and the
act produces easily. Virtues lead Man to the utmost happiness.

The study has showed through comparative texts the philosophers who
have practiced a great influence in al -Farabi's moral philosophy. Plotinus has
effected on Al-Farabi in the question of the self; while Anistotle effected him 1n
the question of virtue and moral philosophy. This study has showed also the
influence of al-Farabi's moral philosophy on the following philosophers, such as

Avicenna, Al-Ghazzali, Al-Raghib Al-Isfahani, and others.
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